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First 
Grade 

Activity Packet! 

Name  



Websites for First Grade Learning Fun! 

www.raz-kids,com  

Mrs. Kessler's Username- cgrayaac 
Ms. O'Leary's Username- tolearya 

Mrs. Jonasch's Username- ejonasch 

www,gregtangmath,com  

Xtra Math for Mrs. Kessler- www,xtramath.org  

Please contact Mrs. Kessler for your sign in info if you have not signed 

up yet. 

www,starfall.com   

www,pebblego.corn 

Username: Northpark 
Username: school 

www.pbskids.com  

www,storylineonline.com   

www.brainpop,com  

Username: Northpark 2 
Password: hydepark 

www.mathplayground.com   



Our First Grade  
Writing Book!  

(Complete what you would like to keep up with your writing) 

Name  
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Book Title:  
Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story 

Write about your favorite part of The story 
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Book Title: 0 
Draw pictures of what happened in The beginning, middle, and 

end of The story Add labels to your pictures. 0 

Beginning 

1 Middle  

0 

End 
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0 0 000 000 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 

Book Title: 
Draw pictures of what happened in The beginning, middle, and 

end of The story Add labels to your pictures. Use the 
pictures to write a retelling of The story. 
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Draw pictures of what happened in the beginning, middle, and 0 
end of The story Add labels To your pictures. 0 
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Book Title:  

Text to sem connection 
Draw pictures of what happened in The story and 
Then draw what that reminds you of in your life. 

Text 

Self 
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Book Title:  

story Elements 
Draw a picture for each of The story elements. Add labels to your picture. 
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Book Title:  
ivtaKing Predictions 

Look at The pictures in The book. Draw a picture of four 
Things that you think will happen in The story 

-41 

Listen To or read The story Draw a picture of what 
did happen in The book. Did any of your predictions 

happen? 
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Book Title: 00,  

main character 
Who is This sTory abou-1-9 Draw a picture of The ) 
main character in The story Label The picture.  
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Have you heard of Ireland? 
Here, you can see castles, rolling green 
hills, and sheep. But that's not all you 
can see. When you turn the page, two 
Irish kids will show you all around the 

quiet countryside and the busy cities 
of this faraway land. 



Out here, tall, rocky cliffs rise up 

from the ocean. I love to look at the 

cliffs. I search for puffins. They lay their 

eggs right in the cliff wall. 

untry Life, 

I'm Grace. I live in the countryside of 
Ireland. Let me tell you all about it. 

In the country, houses are far apart. 

It can take a long time to drive to my 

friends' houses. One of my friends has 

a roof made of straw! 

There are so many sheep in the 

countryside. In fact, there are more 

sheep than people! Sometimes cars 

have to stop for them in the road. 



Think about how country life is different 

from city life. How is it alike? 

I'm Ryan. I live in a city in Ireland. 
et me tell you all about it. 

In the city, buildings are close together. 

My friend's apartment is only a short 

walk away. Many families can live in one 

apartment building. 

There are so many cars in the city! It's 

hard to park on the busy streets. So a lot 

of people take buses. My favorites are the 

double-decker buses. 

Everyone likes to relax at the city parks. 

I sit in the park and watch the crowds go 

by. I always try to get a seat by the pond. 

That way I can watch the swans swim by 

with their fuzzy babies. 



pencil-Friendly pope 

The country is also known as a rural community. 
The city is also known as an urban community. 

Read each riddle below. Which kind of community does each child live in? 

I live in an apartment building. 

Many families live there. 

My friend lives right next door! 

What kind of community do X live in? 

Core Skills 
Key Details/Vocabulary 

    

rumi 0  urban 

  

2,, It takes a while to drive to my friend's house. 

On the drive, we see many sheep. 

We see a castle too. 

Wiled kind of community do I live in? 

°rural 0 urban 

I live in a house. 

It has a roof made of straw. 

The nearest house is far away from mine. 

What kind of community do I live in? 
(J rural 0 urban 

4. The streets are busy where I live. 

There are so many cars and buses. 

Some of them are double-decker buses. 

What kind of community do I live in? 
°rural 0 urban 

COVER: PAWESUCHO/SOOPX/GETTY IMAGES (BACI(GROUND);ERIK LAM/SHIMERSTOCKCOM (SHEEP): EXILE_ARTLSTiSHUTTERSTOCICCOM (RAINBOW); PAGE LE 00/SHUITERSTOdKeOM (CLOVER); ISTOCKPHOTO/GETNIMAGES 
(COUNTRYSIDE: Gli1U; KWIATEK7/SHUITERSTOCILCOM (HOUSE); PETE RYAN/NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC/GETTY IMAGES(SHPEP); MENNOSCHAEFER/SHUTITASTOCICCOM (PUFFINS); PAGE 3:DAVID SOANESPHOTOGRAPHY/GETTY IMAdES 
(CIMISTOCKPHOTO/GEITY IMAGES (130Y;APARTMENTh BRUCE LEIGHTWALAMYSTOCX PHOTO (BUS); PAIMAGWAIRMY STOCK PHOTO (SWAN); PAGE4:1511:10(PHOTO/GEITI IMAG ES (APARTMENT, HOUSE,STREETS); BENEDEK/GEllY - 
WAGES (CASTI.P)ERIK LAM/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM  (SHEEP). 
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Watch our video about ducks a 
www.scholastic.cornisnt, 

, 

• •‘-n 

Last summer, a family 
of ducks was walking 
in the middle of a city 
street. They were lost! 
This is the true story 
about the people who 
saved them. 

My name• 



Look for four ways people helped the ducks. 

Far From a 

Last summer, a mama duck waddled 

down a busy street. She had nine 

ducklings with her. Cars braked! Horns 

honked! 

The ducks were lost! They lived in the 
park. They were trying to get back home. 

A group of kids spotted the ducks. They 

had to help! They walked next to the ducks. 

They helped the ducks cross the street. 

All of a sudden, three ducklings were 

gone. They had fallen through a sewer 
grate. Down, down, down they fell! 

The ducklings were trapped! 

Calling for Help• 
A crowd of people 

Someone called 911. 

The police used a t( 

grate. But it was really 

into the hole with the ( 

gasped. Were the duc 

Saving the Ducks 
A police officer jurri 

The crowd watched a 

pulled out a duckling. 

two more. All three dt. 

People took the du 

[veh-tuh-ruh-NEHR-ee-yun] 

Then people brought 

the park. They were f 

city ducks! 



eople looked into the grate. 

1911. 

ed a tool to pull up the 

; really heavy! The grate fell 

th the ducklings. Everyone 

he ducklings hurt? 

laiCkS 

:er jumped into the hole. 

:hed and waited. The officer 

:kling. Then he pulled out 

ree ducklings were OK. 

he ducks to a veterinarian 

elun]. They got a checkup. 

Dught all 10 ducks back to 

vere finally home! Stay safe, 

—Ken i Acer 

F 

71his duckling gets 
a checkup at 
the vet's office. 

The ducks made it 
-home. They swim in a 

pond at the park. 

Teachers: Go online for our 

Make Way for Ducklings activity. 

sew 
grat 



Core Skill 
RI.1.7 Use visuals 

Du ks at the Pond 
Many ducks live in a pond habitat. These mallard ducks do! 

Look at the diagram. Use it to answer the questions. 

This is an adult duck. 

Ducks build their 

nests near a pond. 

- A duck dips its head 

underwater to eat 

plants and insects. 

Ducklings can swim 

right after they hatch. \ 

A duck dips its head underwater to  

0 breathe 0 eat 0 get clean 

Ducklings can  right after they hatch. 

Oswim °fly 0 lay eggs 

Ducks build their nests a pond. 

03 

0,0 

.; 

3 
2 

07 

near 0 far from• 0 under 

Adult male mallard ducks have a green head. 

In this diagram, the male duck is  

0 swimming 0 eating 0 flying 
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SCENCE FOCUS Baby animals; Animal adapi-ations 
R1.1.8 Text evidence 

Illy Weekly Reader. 

Name:  

Predictions: 

)ne Little Two Little 
'14 '6 Little IN klings 
Teachers: Read these questions to your class. Have the children circle either yes 
or no. Do this activity before reading the issue. Repeat the activity after reading. 

Before After 
Questions Reading Reading 

L Can ducklings swim? 

yes no yes no 

2. Do ducklings go to 

duck day care with 

other ducklings? 
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3. Can one mother 

duck lay 76 eggs 

at one time? 

4. Can one adult duck 

watch over 76 little yes no yes no 
ducklings? 

Visit www.scholastic.com/snl  

yes no yes no 



orange bill oily, brown 
feathers 

Egralacraxwo,...flt1 

It can swim and fly. 
"ct-," • -. cc, 

It can swim. It cannot fly. 

black bill 

fluffy, yellow 
feathers 

SCIENCE FOCUS Animal Babies 
R1.1.5 Text features 

*1_ 

Namo:  

Look at the diagrams of the mother mallard duck 

and duckling. Use them to answer the questions. 

1. Which one has fluffy feathers? 

0 adult 0 duckling 0 both 

2. What color is the adult duck's bill? 

0 orange 0 black 0 white 

3. Which one can swim? 

0 adult 0 duckling 0 both 

Color in the adult and duckling! 

Read the labels to know what colors to use. 
• 

•••••••••oa 00000 +coo*ove•••••••••••etzceoo-66•••••••000••••atoe 

Visit www.scho1astic.com/sn1  



Roll Draw 

eyes 

 

bill 

wing IL
LU

S
TR

A
TI

O
N

S
 B

Y
 W

H
IT

N
E

Y
 H

IG
H

F I
EL

D
 

Reading a key 
My Weekly Reader. 

_a 
SCIENCE FOCUS Animal characteristics; Adult and baby animals 

Varna:  

Choose a partner. Roll the number cube. Draw the part 

on both ducks. Take turns rolling until your ducks 

are complete. Then give your ducks names and color them! 

• • 

• 0 webbed feet 

• • • 
• • crest (adult only) 

Roll again! 
Visit www.schoiastic.com/snl  



Reacting a key 

My Weekly Reeder. 
*AC HOLASTit 

SCIENCE FOCUS Animal characteristics; Adult and baby animals 

',•. y1 

Ncrne:  

Don't forget to color your ducks! 

The adult duck's name is  

The duckling's name is  
Visit www.scholastic.camisnl 
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SCIENCE FOCUS spring  News 
R.F.1.3 Decode words 

 

=wig _ 
WNW-4 

ime:  

Color the picture by using the color key for each kind of word. 

Each symbol stands for a word! 
Teacher tip: Before the children begin, have them color each crayon in the key. 

Words that /I
( orange ( 

Words that r,  
blue end in "-at" =  end in "-ee" =  

Words that f,  

end in "-ck" = it green  (  
Words that 

end in "-ar" = (( 

 

C>  brown 

Visit www.scholastic.com/sn  



Foi(ow Directions 
My Weekly Reader. 

JSC HO LAS 

IVA 

Draw the Lorax 
Follow the five easy steps and draw the Lorax in the box below. 

Start by drawing 
an oval. 

Add the top and 
bottom curve of 
the mustache, then 
add the jagged 
side edges. 

ic
  In

c.
Te

ac
he

rs
  m

ay
  m

a
ke

  c
op

ie
s  

of
 th

is
  p

ag
e  

to
  d

is
tr

ib
ut

e  
S

ch
ol

as
tic

  P
ro

pe
rt

ie
s:

  C
:1

20
1
8
 by

  S
c  

Add two ovals for 
the eyes, fill in the 
eyelids and pupils, 
then add a circle for 
the nose and draw 
the lines for the hair. 

Now draw the arms 
on each side, with 
three spiky fingers 
on each hand. 

Finish your Lorax 
by drawing his 
legs and feet, then 
color him. 

rt. 
Snu. Prcperties TM & S 2017 Dr. .54,145 Eniarprises, L.P. All Flights Prwatved. Visit www.scholastic,com/sn 
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS 



Fiction and nonfiction 
" 

L.1.5 Compare two texts 
LITERATURE FOCUS 

What is one thing that is the same in the storybook 

and in your Scholastic News? 
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Read each sentence in the chart. 

Put a V in the correct box. 

You can put a in both 

boxes if you need to. 

It has photos. 

It has drawings. 

The ducks talk. 

It is about ducks walking in the street. 

A police officer helps the ducks. 

A veterinarian helps the ducks. 

The ducks get home safely. 

• 
• 0. 
a 440 

a -q 

12 
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 ump  all apes 

og ug 

Bonus Box: Circle two of the words above. Use them in sentences on the 
back of this paper. 

Name  Initial Consonant Blends 

Coady Bminc)s3 
Review 

Complete each word, 

©The Mailbox• Teacher's Helper® • TEC46023 • Feb./Mar. 2006 



box? 5. Is the fan in the 
bag big fog 

hot? 6. Is the small 
pit pop pan 

Zero 06-wity 
Name Short Vowels 

a,i, o 

to the pond. 4. The frog will 

Circle the best word for each sentence, 

)))  Write. 

1. We can in the sand. 
dog dig rag 

2. Stop at the of the hill. 
pin tap top 

hot hat him 

‹) 

3. Did you see my black 

hop hip map 

Bonus Box: On the back of this paper, write a sentence 
with each of these words: 

tap tip top 

©The Mallboe • Teacher's Helper,. • TEC46021 • Oct./Nov. 2005 



He just got off the 

set the 

Will you 

©The Mailbox® • Teacher's Helper® • TEC46021 • Oct./Nov. 2005 

Name  Short Vowels 

Con:dawn UN 

Circle the best word for each sentence. 

)))  Write. 

bet bus best 

Is your in the sink? 
lot beg mug 

Put the eggs in the 
nut nest not 

can swim well. 
desk duck dot 

pen push pond 

cot cut met 

put pot pet 

e, u 

on the desk. 

this for me? 

your dog? 

The 

Can we 



5onus: Use each word from 
below in a sentence. 

hot hat 
sock sack 

Name  Letters and Sounds 

Medial vowels: a, o (RF.1.3) 

Love to Read 
)n  Write a or o to complete each word. 

Cross out a matching vowel after you use it. 

‹) 

etThA Mailbox* - Teacher's Helper . TEC46068 • Aug./Sept. 2013 



Name  Letters and Sounds 

Lots to Learn 
Medial vowels: e, i(RF.1.3) 

)u  Write e or Ito complete each word. 
(c1))<==))) Color a matching vowel after you use it. 

Fitta-U i 
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P g . 

•00, 
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Bonus: Use each word in a sentence: beg, big, fell, fill. 

©The Niailboxo - Teacher's Helper . 1EC46068 Aug./Sept. 2013 



Use the words above to complete the sentences. 

1. She will sweep with a big  

2. The hopped into the water. 

0 

Name  Initial Consonant Blends 

Frav cnousr- ucige 
br, ft. gr  

Write Ix, fr, or gr. 

3. I picked seven green today. 

4. I made a sandwich with the 

5. Cooking on a is a lot of fun. 

6. I can fix my hair with the little  

©The Mailbox; • Teacher's Helper® • TEC46023 • Feb./Mar. 2006 J 



Name  Long-Vowel Spelling Patterns 

Stay on the Trail. 
a_e, al, ay 

Write each word. 
Use the word bank. 
Color the pictures by the code. 

Word Bank 
cane wave snake 
snail gate tray 
hay rain pail 

C) 

\)) 

) Color Code 
a_e—green al—yellow ay—blue 

Bonus: Choose two words from above. Write a sentence using each word. 

©The Mailbox° • Teacher's Helper° 



Press your Luck 
Directions: Roll a dice 
and move that many 

spaces. Spin and 
segment the sounds, 

spell it, give a rhyming 
word for it, or change 

it to a long vowel 
sound. If you answer 
incorrect, move back 
to the space you were 
on last. First player to 
reach the pot of gold 

wins! 
Pada-  Teanwork 201(0 



1. Roll the dice and move that many spaces. 

2. Read the word, spell it, and write it in a sentence to earn a point. 

3. The player with the most points at the end of the game wins! 

cheese feed deep 

Help Sally Seal read the long ee words to find her pup before the freeze. A 

feel feet bee feet 

Move back 2 , 
.41e spaces. 

Polar Bears! 

.1 7 

keep heel green queen 

seed 

Game birections: 

LA 
Z".  

tree 

Liii;greated by: Sandy Wo-aten -Graphics by: mvw.scrnaiiiidoodlies..com  
re sow ia mem i OMNI NI NNOINN hN NI 

Helpful Whale! 

Move ahead 2 

spaces. 

see 



Math Flash Cards 

—x + 
01.1kranam 

Attached are addition and subtraction math flash cards. We suggest 
that you cut them and use them to go over your child's math facts. Feel 
free to write the answer on the back and your child can do it 
independently and check his/her answer. Enjoy! 



0±2-= 

0+8= 
0+10= 0±9--= 

7 per w„N44,4 

Facts 

e 

\ 

0+12= 





 Facts 
I i 2+0=-7 

2+1.= 2+2=-- 

2+5= 

2+3 
I 

2+6--- 

2-FT-= 2+8:----- 

2+9::---  2+10= 

2±11:------  2+1,2= 



wg a , „ , 
V/0 k'N ts,  

i-0----= Facts 

5+2----7- 3+1-- 

541= 5+5= 

5+6= 5+5= 

5+8= 5+i-- 

5+9-- 

-f.12--=- 
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Facts 6±0-=. 

6+1= 6+2= 

6+5= 6+6= 

6+9= 6+10= 

6+11= 6+12= 
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Facts 
8+0= 

8+1= 8+2= 

8±5=-- 8+6= 

8+-i= 8+8= 

8+9= 8+1.0= 

8+11= 8-42= 



9+0= 

9+2= 9+1:= 
941= 

9±5:= 
9+8= 

9+10= 9+9= 

9+11=  9+12= 

P rt/s, 
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Facts 

1141= 

11+57= 



12+0= 
erf, 

ZP.10,0 
W V41  4 ‘.• 

12+1= 

12.+= 12 Li,MI= 

12+5= 

12+122= 

Facts 
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Facts 

1-0= 2-0 011001..M.1) 

11.1.1.M1  

6-0 
4.101.111.00. 

11.11/08Main 

8-0 

10-0= 9-0 

11-c 1111.1.00IMMIli 

.100=1111101.= 12-0= 
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2-1 .01•11111MIIMM 

111011111111011.01b 

6-2 400100110110116 

611111011•11111111111 5-2 ION! 

9-1 00111111101111Mb 
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12-2= 11-2= 
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LEVEL PACK 

1 A 

WEEK 

6 DIGICROSS 

1 2 

5 6 

8 7 

3 

4 

one eight nineteen false ten morning eleven less 

ACROSS DOWN 

Name: TANGY TUESDAYTm 

Complete the crossword by filling in a word that fits each clue. Step-by-step examples at: 
gregtangmath.comitutorials 

1. kids wake up in the 2. 10+9 
4. 6 + 5 3. 18 has ten 
5.  4 + 3 = 6 + 2 6.  21 is than 34 
7.  16= +8 8.  11-1 

Licensed for 2019-20 school year © Copyright Tang Math LLC 
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morning eleven less false ten one eight nineteen 

Name: TANGY TUESDAYTm 

DIGICROSS 
Complete the crossword by filling in a word that fits each clue. Step-by-step examples at: 

gregtangmath.com/tutorials  
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Licensed for 2019-20 school year 

1. kids wake up in the 2. 10+9 
4. 6 + 5 3. 18 has ten 
5.  4 + 3=6 + 2 6.  21 is than 34 
7.  16= +8 8.  11-1 

@ Copyright Tang Math LLC 



LEVEL PACK WEEK 

1 A 6 SNAKE 
Name: TANGY TUESDAY."' 

Fill each empty box, in order, combining the numbers from the previous Step-by-step examples at: 
2 boxes. gregtangmath.com/tutorials  
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5 -2 3 +5 s. +2 -5 
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3 +6 -4 +7 
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-2 +3 -3 +7 8 

Licensed for 2019-20 school year @ Copyright Tang Math LLC 



TANGY TUESDAY"' 

PACK LEVEL WEEK 

1 A 

Step-by-step examples t• 
gregtangmath.com/tutorials  

6 SNAKE 
Fill each empty box, in order, combining the numbers from the previous 
2 boxes. 

10 4 -2 +3 8 2 5 

-4 

6 

-4 

8 

+6 

+5 

7 

-1 

+4 

1 

-7 

1 

+1 

2 -1 3 2 2 6 -4 

-2 5 5 -5 10 +2 8 +5 3 

4 

7 1 +7 8 -4 4 +6 10 -3 

-4 

8 4 +3 +7 -3 -2 3 

Licensed for 2019-20 school year © Copyright Tang Math LLC 
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TANG MATH © Copyright Tang Math LLC Licensed for 2019-20 school year 

Name: 

DIGICROSS 

TANGY TUESDAYTm 

PACK LEVEL WEEK 1 

1 A 7 

Complete the crossword by filling in a word that fits each clue. Step-by-step examples at: 
gregtangmath.comitutorials 

night tens eleven ten sixteen greater true thirteen 

ACROSS DOWN 

3. 8 + 8 1. 10+1 
5. you can see stars at 2. 8 + 5 
7. 53 is than 35 4. 15-5 
8. 58 has 5 6. 10 - 2 = 3 + 5 



TANGY TUESDAYTm 

PACK LEVEL WEEK 

1 A 7 
- 

Step-by-step examples at: 
gregtangmath.comitutorials 

Name: CA-nse.r .\ey  

DIGICROSS 
Complete the crossword by filling in a word that fits each clue. 

2 

V 
3 

5 

6 

7 

a 

8 t e n s 

night tens eleven ten sixteen greater true thirteen 

ACROSS  DOWN 

3. 8 + 8 1. 10+1 
5. you can see stars at 2. 8 + 5 
7. 53 is than 35 4. 15-5 
8. 58 has 5 6. 10 -2 = 3 + 5 

Licensed for 2019-20 school year © Copyright Tang Math LLC 



10 +1 -6 +6 

+5 +3 

+3 -5 -6 +8 

1 +3 +3 +3 -6 

-3 

+1 +7 

-2 9 -3 

+1 

3 
+3 

-7 

+5 

-6 

+1 

+1 

+6 

-1 

+1 

Name: 

SNAKE 
Fill each empty box, in order, combining the numbers from the previous 
2 boxes. 

TANGY TUESDAY."' 

PACK LEVEL WEEK 

1 A 7 

Step-by-step examples at: 
gregtangmath.com/tutorials  

Licensed for 2019-20 school year @ Copyright Tang Math LLC 



        

Name: AmswerKey  

        

SNAKE 
Fill each empty box, in order, combining the numbers from the previous 
2 boxes. 

TANGY TUESDAY"' 

PACK 

1 

LEVEL 

A 

WEEK 

7 

Step-by-step examples at. 
gregtangmath.com/tutorials  

LI 

+3 4 -6 10 +3 7 +3 4 

-3 

9 10 +6 4 +1 3 -6 

+5 

4 4 +3 7 -6 +8 9 -5 

+3 

2 2 +7 +1 9 8 9 

+1 
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+3 
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+5 
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-1 
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+1 
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120 Chart? what can I dO With 

1111111111 MOW 

MIN 

Read the numbers cis fast or as slow as you 
can. 

Count bacKward from 12_0! 

SKip count by Vs, 5's, or 10)s. 

Count a column (vertical going down) 

Count a row (horizontal going across) 

PicK a number and tell a buddy what is above, 
below, before, and after that number. 

Tell how many tens and ones a number has. 

PicK a number and tell what is 1 more or 1 less 
than that number. 

PicK a number and tell what is 10 more or 10 less 
than that number. 

Cover a few numbers with pennies or cereal. 
Have a buddy guess your hidden numbers! 

Read your chart in a silly voice. Try reading liKe 
a monster, a princess, a frog, or an opera 
singer. 

What else can ou do with a IZO chart? 

Tit 



m 12.0 C hart 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 q 10 

H 12. 13 14 15 16 17 18 1q 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 26 2g 30 

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 3g 40 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 46 ii-ci 50 

51 52. 53 54 55 56 57 56 5g 60 

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 6q 70 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 7g 60 

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 8g (10 

ci 1 ci2 (13 cliol- (15 cle q7 q8 cici 100 

1O1 102 103 10+ 105 106 107 108 10q 110 

HI 112. 113 114 115 116 117 118 Hq 120 
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3/1,3/2020 Best News Websites for Students I Common Sense Education 

TOP PICKS I 18 TOOLS 

Best News Websites for Students 

Time for Kids 

Digital news magazine for kids can drive current events conversation 

Bottom line: While some articles lack differentiation, and lessons don't always stretch higher-order thinking skills, this site is one of the best 

options for bringing current events into elementary classrooms, 

Grades: K-6 Price: Free, Paid 

NBC Learn 

-Vast video site offers current, historical content 

Bottom line: This is a great source for video-based news, thanks to the huge archive, current events coverage, and teacher-friendly extra 

links to Newsela articles. 

Grades: K-12 Price: Free to try 

Smithsonian: TweenTribune 

Trustworthy tween news site has cool classroom component 

Bottom line: TweenTribune's questions, quizzes, and educator tools can help kids follow and understand the news; its content may work best 

with younger users. 

Grades: K-12 Price; Free 

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 

National Geographic Kids 

Stunning photos and in-depth stories of Earth's peoples and wildlife 

Bottom line: This large collection of multimedia resources teaches younger students about animals, habitats, countries, and cultures. 

Grades: Pre-K-8 Price: Free, Paid 

KidsPo 
KidsPost 

Kid-centric nee could use 6re comprehensive, timely content 

Bottom line: While it provide complete news updates, analysis, or writing practice, KidsPost content makes for interesting, kid-

themed reading assignm 

Grades: 2-7 Pri : $10/fou eeks for basic; $15/four weeks 
for premium 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-news-websites-for-students 1/4 
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verywellfamily 
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Fun and Free Educational Websites 
for Kids 
By Apryl Duncan j Reviewed by Rachel Gurevich Updated on January 03, 2020 

Your children can learn something new today in a safe online environment. These 17 free 

educational websites for kids are fun while offering online teaching games, printables, videos, 

and so much more. 

1 Sesame Street 

Kris Connor / Getty Images 

2 PBS Kids 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084?print 114 
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Each of the educational shows your children watch on PBS has its own learning section through 

PBSKids.org. Try sing-a-long songs, sorting and counting games, watch videos, and more. 

3 Starfall  

When a mom mentions she's looking for some great educational websites for her kids, it's not 

long before Starfall.com  is mentioned. The site has been online since 2002 and works with your 

children from letter recognition to reading plays, nonfiction, and comics. 

4 CoolMath 

CoolMath.com  calls itself "an amusement park of math and more." Children can play online math 

games that help them with addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, decimals, money and 

more. CoolMath is geared toward ages 13 and up, but sister site CoolMath4Kids.com  is 

appropriate for ages 3 through 12. CoolMath-Games.com  includes math games for preschoolers. 

5 TIME for Kids 

From the publishers of TIME magazine, TIMEforKids.com  is loaded with interesting articles, 

photos, and videos. Politics, the environment, entertainment, sports, and health are just some of 

the topics covered. TIME for Kids isn't as interactive as most of the other website on this list of 

educational websites for kids, but the site does tackle subjects that are in the news now while 

being written for an audience of children. 

6 National Geographic Kids 

Watch animal cameras, learn interesting tidbits about animals, see and share photos of nature, 

learn about different countries and try science experiments on Kids.NationalGeographic.com. 

These activities don't even begin to scratch the surface of the National Geographic Kids website. 

There's also a "Little Kids" section for the younger explorers in your home. 

7 The KIDZ Page 

TheKidzPage.com  has more than 5,000 pages of learning games and activities. Online coloring 

pages, jigsaw puzzles and word games are just a few sections of this massive site. Each holiday 

has its own section of activities and games to enjoy with your children. 

8 How Stuff Works 
https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084?print 2/4 
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When your child wants to know why the sky is blue, how a tornado forms, or any number of other 

questions she can come up with on a daily basis, head on over to How Stuff Works. The articles 

break down subjects like autos, culture, entertainment, science, money, technology and more. 

Games, quizzes, and videos also round out your children's learning experience. 

9 Fun Brain  

One visit to Fun Brain and you'll want to bookmark it for your kids. Math, reading, online books 

and learning games are just some of the site's many treats. Fun Brain caters to preschoolers 

through 8th graders. 

in Nick Jr. 

If you can look past the ads, you'll find printables, games and other activities your kids will enjoy 

at Nickacom. The games allow your children to explore their creativity, play dress-up, learn new 

music, put together puzzles and work on numbers and shape recognition. 

11 Scholastic 

Scholastic is one of the more unique educational websites for kids. This site, from the publishers 

of the educational books you find in schools, contains activities broken up by grades. Pre-K 

learners all the way up to seniors in high school can find learning activities geared toward them. 

12 Exploratorium  

It's hard to narrow the list of science websites because there are so many great resources. But 

San Francisco's Exploratorium at the Palace of Fine Arts showcases a website that teaches kids 

about science and art in new ways. The departments let kids tinker with gadgets, go below the 

sea, rocket into the galaxy and also learn about the science of gardening, animals, and cells, to 

name a few. 

13 BBC History for Kids 

Games, quizzes and fact sheets take kids on a journey through time. Kids can set off on a 

learning adventure when they walk through ancient history, world history and histories of specific 

countries on the BBC History for Kids website. 

14 Highlights for Kids 
https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084?print 3/4 
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Art Challenge 

Grades K-2 
Challenge #1: Beautiful Oops 
MATERIALS 

• Blank Paper 
• Pencil 
• Other drawing materials if you have them: marker, crayon... 

INSTRUCTIONS: Take a piece of paper and make a quick scribble on it. After you have 
a scribble or an "oops", turn the paper in different directions until that scribble starts to 
look like something else. Once you get inspired.. .draw it! Does it look like an animal? A 
car? 

Above and Beyond: Now that you have your drawing, how can you make it fancy 
shmancy? Can you decorate it with color? Add pattern or other details? Can you add 
information to the background (landscape, location, pattern, color?). How can you go 
above and beyond the "cops" and make it into something original. 

https://vvww.youtube,com/watch?v=8C3JAblkBds - Beautiful Oops - a reading 



Art Challenge 

Challenge #2: Observational Drawing 

MATERIALS 
• Paper 
• Pencil 
• Other drawing tools, such as colored markers or pastels (optional) 
• Eraser (optional) 

INSTRUCTIONS 
• Set your paper and art materials down in front of the item you want to draw. 
• Sketch the outline of what you see on the paper. Think of simple shapes! Does 

that apple look like a circle? Does that flower face look like an oval with a 
rectangle on top? Look back and forth from the object to your paper, as you draw 
what you see. 

Above and Beyond: Once you have the big picture outlines of your drawing subject on 
paper, you can begin to add details, patterns, and colors, background as desired. Get 
creative! 

Note:: Young children will usually focus on the overall shapes of the item they are 
drawing as well as the colors. As kids get older and gain both observational and 
drawing skills, they are better able to incorporate more elements into their observational 
drawings, including details, proportion, perspective, and shading. 

.https://artfulparent.com/observational-drawing-for-kids/  - observation drawing for kids 



draw a 
rainbow 

and a pot 
of gold 

draw the 
ultimate 

ice cream 
sundae 

make a 
chalk 

drawing of 
a village 

build a 
machine 

using 
!egos 

go outside 
and draw a 
picture of a 

tree then add 
a treehouse 

make and 
decorate 
a paper 
airplane 

draw a 
picture of 

your 
bedroom 

draw a 
picture of a 

pet or 
favorite 
animal 

draw a 
picture of 
a vehicle 

draw 
something 
imaginary 

Draw a 
funny self- 

portrait 

do an 
online 

tour of an 
art 

museum 

build a 
sculpture out 
of recycled 
materials 

design a 
new cover 

for your 
favorite book 

Free! 

sculpt 
with play- 

doh 

draw faces 
with different 
expressions 

draw a 
landscape of 
your favorite 

season 

look in a 
book and 

find a 
portrait 

look in a 
book and 

find a 
landscape 

draw a 
picture 
while 
sitting 

outside 

Build a 
castle 

with legos 

read a 
book 

about an 
artist 

watch a 
"how to 

draw" video 
on youtube 

paint with 
watercolor 

Art Challenge 

Challenge #3: Art Bingo 

Art Activity Bingo! 
0 

INSTRUCTIONS 
• Complete a row, column or diagonal line 
• Bring in the drawings, or a photo of what you completed with this form and get a 

prize. 



eat 

Strong Beat The first beat 
in the measure 

Weak Beat A non mita ,  ea heat 

Is the heartbeat of mu: 

I. 

t Tow beats 
are organized Measures 
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Old Macbonald 

Name:  

41;̀A 

Old MacDonald had a farm, 
EIEIO. 

And on this farm he had a cow, 
EIEIO. 

With a moo moo here 
And a moo moo there 

Here a moo, there a moo 
Everywhere a moo moo. 

Old MacDonald had a farm 
EIEIO. 

2 

And on this farm he had a 
pig, EIEIO. 

3 

Page 21 



With a snort snort here 

And a snort snort there 

Here a snort 

There a snort 
4 

Everywhere an snort snort. 

Old MacDonald had a farm 

EIEIO. 
5 

And on this farm he had a 

duck 

EIEIO. 
6 

With a quack quack here 

And a quack quack there 

Here a quack 

There a quack 
7 

Page 22 



Old MacDonald had a farm 
EIEIO. 

11 

Everywhere a quack quack. 
Old MacDonald had a farm 

EIEIO. 
8 

And on this farm he had a 
dog. EIEIO. 

9 

With a woof woof here 
And a woof woof there 

Here a woof 
There a woof 

Everywhere a woof woof. 
10 

Page 23 



presto = fast 
largo = slow 

moderato = medium tempo 
molto largo = very slow 
molto presto = very fast • 

©2011 Quaver's Marvelous World of Music 

Episode 3- Tempo 
WORKSHEET #2 Name  

tiaver 
Tempo Zoo. 

1. Put the tempos on the metronome in order of speed 

2. Write the name of an animal that matches the 
tempo (speed) of the metronome 



AT TEMPO 

AT TEMPO 

©2011 Quaver's Marvelous World of Music 

MY 

MY 

presto fast 
largo .= slow 
moderato = medium tempo 
molto presto very fast 
molto largo = very slow 

Episode 3 - Tempo 
WORKSHEET #1 Name  

uner Tempo Wheel 
Think of all the different tempos in your house - like how fast you brush your teeth 

or the speed of your cereal dropping into the bowl. 

Fill in the tempo wheel with pictures and words which go together. 
(An example using largo is given below) 



Episode 3 - The Percussion Family 
NORKSHEET #3 Name  

Make a shaker 
Make your own percussion 
instrumeut from common 

household items. It's EASY! 

Items you need: 
toilnt paper roll (empty) or empty food can 

dry beans or dry rice 
paper (any type) 
tape (any type) 

decorations (of your choice) 

1. Tape one end of your paper roll shut with paper. 

2. Add beans or rice (no more than 1/2  full). 

3. Tape the remaining end of the tube shut. 

4. Iake sure your taped ends are secure, then test your shaker. 

5. Finish by decorating with crayons, markers, etc... 
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BAND 

Mrs. Beecher's Website 
https://sites.google.com/hpcsd.org/beecherband/home   
Please check my website for announcements, recordings of our concert music, and other fun 
music resources! Remember to practice at least 15 minutes a day and continue to fill out your 
practice chart. 
NYSSMA - If you signed up to perform a NYSSMA solo please continue working on your three 
memorized scales and your solo! Check the NYSSMA tab on my website for recordings of your 
solo. 

Listen to your favorite instruments! 
https://sites.google.com/hpcsd.org/hydeparkmusic/listen-to-the-instruments  

Practice Note Reading 
https://www.musictheory.net/exercisesinote   
**Tip** Use the settings wheel in the upper right hand corner to change the notes that you'd like 
to practice, or click "challenge mode" to set a time limit! 

NY Philharmonic Kidzone 
https://www.nyphilkids.orq  

**Requires Adobe Flashplayer to run but has many fun music games and activities! 

MUSIC 
PBS Kids Music Games 

https://www.classicsforkids.com   
A website with music games, music to listen to and fun facts about composers 

For Grades 3 - 5 
https://www.quavermusic.com/ 

Log in using your school google account. Make sure you use the padlock at the top 

to Allow Flash. 
http://www.musickekids.com   
httd://wwwmusick8kids.com/html/play_bw.php#.UowwDWQwzrE   

ICHORUS 

Mrs. Ely's website 
https://sites.google.com/hpcsd.org/ely-music  



Episode 1 - Beat 
WORKSHEET #1 

 

 

Math L1  Music Challenge 
Fill in the blanks below: 

1. Music has both s _ _ g and weak beats. 
2. Beats are grouped together into m  s. 
3. Strong beats are at the s _ _ _ t of each measure. 

COLOR in thiao. strong beats, leaving the weak beats blank. 
Add a vertical line to show where measures should be placed. 

(Look at the example below; these beats need to be in groups of 3) 

Example: o ko oo o 000 000 000 

Group these beats into 2's. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Group these beats into 3's. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Group these beats into 4's. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Group these beats into 7's. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Give Me 10 

Players 2 

Materials: Deck of cards, face cards 

removed, Ace worth one. 

How to Play: Deal 10 cards face 41. 

14 4 4 V 144 4• • 1-.4. 4 
•'• *** • • *** • A 4 • • !'ti A • 43 ; • 4,1 ; ;1,4 • 

Players take turns finding and removing combinations 

of cards that add up to 10, 

Deal out cards so there are always 10 cards face up. 

To make it challenging, find three cards that add up 

to a target number (3 numbers that add up to 20). 

• 
• 
+3 

Games 

*Candy Land 
*Connect Four 
• Dominos 
• Fli-Ho! Cherry Oh 
• Monopoly 

• Racko 
•Set 
*Skip bo 
*Spot it 
• Uno 

0 

0 

S. 

2+2+2+2+2=10 

7+ 2=9 3+2+5=10 

t lira 
Home Resources 

Websites 

• Math Antics (www.mathantics.com) 

• Gregtangmath 

(www.ciregtangmath.com) 

• Xtramath (www.xtramath.orq) 

• Math Playground 

(www.mathplayground.com) 

• Puzzle Playground 

(www.Duzzleolayqround.com/c/puzzle)  

• IXL Math (www.ixl.com/math/)  

• Splash math (www.splashlearn.com) 

• Prodigy (www.prodidygame.com) 

Fiuencies 

Add and subtract within 10 

7 

Math Practice at Home 

• Talk about the calendar with your child. 
Look forward to and countdown to 
special events such as vacations, 
birthdays, and holidays. Count the 
weeks and days to an event, and 
determine which day it will fall on. 

• Count money by playing store - use real 
coins and bills. 

• Use an empty egg carton to practice 
counting and adding and subtracting. 

• Be on the lookout for shapes. Discuss 
the shapes you see and how many 
sides they have. 

• Help develop time skills by 
incorporating a clock into their 
schedule. 

• Bake with your child. Have them read 
recipes and measure ingredients. 

6+11=10 



START 

Play 
Ten Frame 

Mania  
for 10 minutes 

Play 
Numskill  

(Easy / 3 sets 
for 5 minutes 

Play 

Kakooma + 
(Play or 

Compete 5) 

for 10 minutes 

Play 

Place Value  
Whole Numbers 

3-place (Hard) 

for 5 minutes 

Play 

Math Limbo  
(Play mode) 
for 10 minutes 

Read 
The Grapes 

of Math 

Play 

Brea kApa rt 
Add & Subtract 

Make 10 (Hard) 
for 10 minutes 

Play 
NumTanga  
Level 1 & 2 
for 10 minutes 

Play 
How Much  

How Many 
for 10 minutes 

Instructions: 
1. Go to: gregtangmath.com  
2. Click the buttons at the top to go to 

Books and Games. 
3. Mark off each square on the game 

board as you complete the activity. 
4. Try to get to the finish line by 

May 10th! 

Notes: 
• Have someone older, like Mom or 

Dad, help if you need it. 
• If the games are too easy, move to a 

harder level! 

Greg Tang's Level 1 

Spring Math Challenge 

Name 

 

Parent Signature  
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